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Mayhe you can find a job
that pays better, but I don’t
think you’ll ever find a job
that gives you more satisfaction
that you are making a big
contribution to your community.

This home-study plan was designed

to help beginners get jobs with security
and prestige as draftsmen. It's
easy with our exclusive step-
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INSTRUCTORS’ FORUM

This column is devoted to those instructors
who feel strongly about issues in the mar-
tial arts, and who wish to express their
ideas and opinions in a way that would be
constructive and of interest to all martial
artists of all styles. Although we cannot
pay for such contributions, each contrib-
utor will receive a copy of the issue in
which his opinions appear in advance of
the sale date. The editors reserve the right
to edit all material submitted into a work-
able length. The opinions expressed in this
column are not necessarily those of the
staff.

A Message from the Pond
by George Kirby

| recently had the opportunity to
meet Jim Coleman, BLACK BELT's
new editor. After introducing our-
selves and talking about an article for
a future issue, because | teach jujitsu
Jim asked me what | thought of jujitsu
and judo instructor Wally Jay as a
martial artist, and if | thought Jay was
a traditionalist or a modernist. As we
continued to talk, Jim thought an arti-
cle on traditionalists versus modern-
ists in the martial arts might raise
some eyebrows and responses.

Now, several days later, my wife
and | are staying at a resort ranch
about 30 miles southeast of Mendo-
cino, California (north of San Fran-
cisco). It's a nice resort, 250 acres of
woodlands, ponds and pasture sur-
rounded by thousands of acres of
oaks, redwoods and firs. There is a
pond about 75 feet from the front of
our cabin. The sky is blue and you can
hear the soft breeze whistling gently
through the trees. From our cabin
porch | can watch an occasional
osprey dive for fish. In the evening we
can walk several hundred yards up to
another pond, past horses turned out

to pasture. We can walk within 75-100
feet of families of wild deer, and jack
rabbits that hardly notice us as we
walk quietly by, taking in nature’s
beauty.

As | sit in a chair looking out at the
pond, | can’t help but feel the serenity,
the stillness, and the beauty we have
for ourselves. It is very relaxing to
watch the breeze-induced ripples
make their way across the pond.

What does all of this have to do
with my meeting with the new BLACK
BELT editor? Nothing really, or per-
haps everything. For it is the ripples in
the pond that bring back the memory
of our discussion. The pond is saying,
“Do not overlook the obvious,” and
the wind is saying, “Listen to me as |
make the water ripple.”

As | sat and watched the pond |
thought of our discussion about tradi-
tionalists versus modernists. The
pond brought the issue to light and
resolved it at the same time. Nature is
very simple. The message from the
pond was as simple as it was
thought-provoking and revealing. It
said:

I, the pond, am your martial art. |

contain all the knowledge there is

to know. | am the possessor of all
the history, philosophy, and other
elements of your art. | am all there
is. My source is the same as all
martial arts, for we all essentially
have the same roots. | have sprung
from beneath the earth and from
the heavens to be here on the sur-
face for you to use. The wind is
that which is created by the practi-
tioners of the art. The ripples are
the physical manifestations of
what they are using of me. As the
ripples move across my surface,
they cause undercurrents that
move the water throughout me.
Though some ripples may be
stronger than others, they all come
Continued on page 78




BLACK BELT AND
MARTIAL ARTS RINGS

Black Belt ring features a black onyx
stone with a black antique base. Fly-
ing kick and throwing design on each
side of ring with “'BLACK BELT"
engraved around the stone For all
kinds of Martial Artists. Available in

sterling silver or 10K yellow Gald
Sterling Silver S 65.

14K Yellow Gold

Price subject . change

$289.00

Karate, Tae Kwon Do and Kung Fu
Rings come with power fist and
engraved letter each side of ring
Available in sterling silver or 10K

| yellow Gold

§ 35.00
$199.00

Sterling Silver
14K Yellow Gold

Price subpect 10 change

Dragon ring comes with red tigereye
stone. The biting and grabbing action
of the Dragon encases the stone
Available in sterling silver or 10K

yellow Gold .
Sterhing Silver $ 42.00
14K Yellow Gold $223.00

Price subsect to rhange

Lion Ring features a detailed relief
design of a powerful snarling lion's
head. Available in sterling silver or
10K yellow Gold
Sterhing Silver
14K Yellow Gold

$ 47.00
$253.00

“These Martial Art Rings make great gifts for Men, Women.
Children or Yourself

*Available in All Sizes.

*Add Shipping & Handling charge of $2.00

Send check. money order or credit card number 10

PARK’S MARTIAL ART JEWELRY

P.0. Box 582

Sheboygan. Wi 53081

1-414-452-7999

Include your ring size
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Continued from page 8

from me and they all return to me.

For | am the pond, your martial art.

At this point you may wonder what
all of this has to do with the issue of
traditionalism versus modernism in
the martial arts. The answer is every-
thing. The issue of traditionalism ver-
sus modernism is a moot one accord-
ing to the pond. Is a traditional martial
artist one who studies an old style
versus one (a modernist) who studies
a new style, or are they just different
ripples crossing the same pond? Just
because one style was created 100
years ago and another ten years ago,
is one more traditional than the
other? Or is the older one merely a rip-
ple further along on its journey cross-
ing the pond?

The point is that there are no tradi-
tional or modern martial arts. Some
are only younger chronologically. Just
because Henry Okazaki founded the
Kodenkan system and Wally Jay has
taken a different path, does that make
Okazaki a traditionalist and Jay a
modernist? | doubt it. They are just

different ripples in the same pond. |
can cite numerous similar cases in ju-
jitsu, as well as other martial arts,
where one side claims to be tradi-
tionalist and the other not. The pond
says that all of this is irrelevant. There
may be different styles (ripples), but
they're all essentially from the same
source.

Maybe part of our problem is that
we find it necessary to pass judgment
on various martial arts, styles, and
practitioners in order to establish
their, or our, worthiness. Thus it is
said that one who follows the older
system is a traditionalist and one who
follows a newer system a modernist.
This has nothing to do with the validi-
ty of either system. Nor does it have
anything to do with either system’s ef-
fectiveness. Wouldn't it be easier to
say that this is style A and that is
style B; in style A some aspects are
emphasized, and in style B other
aspects are emphasized? Is the older
system necessarily more valid, or the
newer one more effective? Why must
there be a rivalry? Can’'t we live in
peace as the pond does, realizing that
we're all part of a greater whole?

Continued
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amurai!

New Samurai Swords with solid

tempered-steel blades, matching
scabbards, exclusively ours
in America.
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(Detail of silver relief hilt)

Note: The high-quality, tempered carbon
steel blades are SHARP and have a
Rockwell hardness of C48-50

The COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc.
800 Slaters Lane

P.O. Box 1061, Dept.BB

Alexandria, VA 22313

O Send catalog of military collectibles.

Please send following:

Send for
FREE Catalog of Militaria.

100's of items available. '1

O Check ([0 Money Order Enclosed $
O American Express [J Diners Club
(0 Master Charge (1 Carte Blanche

(Add $4.50 Postage, Handling, Insurance for each item)

[T | 'I
Ll |
(Be sure to list all numbers on your credit cards.) List expiration date

| |

Charge to my:

!
Samurai lives, starling here! 5 BankAmeroardVisa

NINE DIFFERENT SWORD STYLES AVAILABLE

A. Plain Braided Katana Sword 42" long. Simulated sharkskin hilt
overlaid with classic braid.

C05J-19-373 ............... $95 (4.50)

B. Braided Menuki Katana Sword 42" long. Hilt of simulated
sharkskin, classic braid over Menuki. Kozuka knife in scabbard.
C05J-19-364 $150 (4.50)

C. Silver Relief Katana Sword 42" long. Hilt of antn'?ue-suver patina Print Name _

metal with historic oriental warrior scenes in relief. Kozuka knife in

scabbard. 20 (4.50 Address _

1 BB DR g $200 (4.50) City/State/Zip _ -

(Shipping, Packaging, Handling charge is shown in parenthesis)
Also exclusive! Wakizashi Swords, Tanto Knives available to match above Katanas.  Your Signature
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KUK SOOL

Sacramento, CA 95825
KOREAN MARTIAL
TRADITIONAL ART

What is KUK SOOL?

1. Sado Mu Sool: (Family or Tribal Martial Arts)
2. Buldo Mu Sool: (Buddhist Martial Arts)
3. Koong Joong Mu Sool: (Royal Court Martial Arts)

Kuk Sool was organized by Kuk Sa Nim) Suh, In Hyuk into a systematic study
of Korean's Martial Arts techniques that date back 5,000 years.

President of World Kuk Sool Assoc.: IN HYUK SUH

Official Kuk Sool Won book written by Chong Kwan Jang Nim In Sun Suh
now available!

For information about KUK SOOL WON contact:

WORLD KUK SOOL ASSOCIATION HEADQUARTERS

869 Ellis St., San Francisco, CA 94109. Phone (415) 673-8264 or 8265

List of Authorized Kuk Sool Won Schools in the U.S.

California: Los Angeles: (714) 946-4729 Louisiana: Chicago; (312) 975-9172
San Francisco; (415) 673-8264 Fairfield: (415) 673-8264 Baton Rouge: (504) 926-4022 Texas:

Berkeley; (415) 540-8070 Marin County; (415) 924-8511 New Orleans; (504) 282-5763 Houston; (713) 784-2140
San Jose; (408) 295-9885 Arizona: Alabama: Brownsville; (512) 546-4333
San Leandro; (415) 278-6287 Phoenix: (602) 943-2112 Tuskegee; (205) 727-6214 South Carolina:

San Mateo; (415) 570-5991 Tempe: (602) 966-2233 Illinois: Columbia; (803) 796-8486

Galesburg; (309) 342-7760
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EMBLEMS
Your Design

Clubs—Events
As few as 10
or many hundreds

Join other National and Local Karate
Associations who have discovered
Quality, Price, & Delivery with us.

Beautiful, washable swiss embroidered
emblems custom made to your design. Send
rour design today for a firm quote. Ideal
dentifiers for clubs, organizations, or
events. Write now for free booklet with

sign hints and ordering information,

tisfaction guaranteed. A.T. Patch Co.,
Dept.305BBPO Box 682, Littleton, New
Hampshire 03561. Phone (603) 444-3423.

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS

Medals - Pins
Ribbons - Trophies

Highest Lowest Fastest
Quality! Prices! Delivery!

Free Catalog!
NATIONAL DESIGNS, INC.
P.O. Box 6665 E
Marietta, Ga. 30065
(404) 973-3513

art than others. Perhaps they do; per- 2
haps their ripples are stronger. Maybe “Itl male
| was hoping that there was some-

thing more to the message, some- nn"nle'K
hi lex. Maybe it is th H
incividual's impact on history, o an Protective Gup

individual's impact on man’s total ex-
istence, that bothers me. Deuble-K Supporter
The pond says that | am part of the Wear the Best ““Medically Approved"

whole. Which ripple am | or will | be?
What undercurrents will | create and
will | cause any changes in the pond?
| wish | knew. Perhaps that's what
bothers me most.

Perhaps | shall be fortunate
enough to see some of the impact. o
That would be sufficient reward. The 4,043,329

pond’s message is simple: We are all
of the same making, casting our rip-
ples on the surface, making an impact
on the pond of life. The problem is
whether | can accept the simplicity of
the message. That will take time.

ISEND TODAY!
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BRUCE LEE
MEDALLION
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WOODEN TRAINING DUMMY

Wooden dummy, comes with layered hardwood, half-rounded
three arms and one leg and platform. Springs between dum-
my and frame to create movement and help absorb shock
when hit. The dummy can be put anywhere, in an apartment,
yard or garage. NO MOUNTING IS REQUIRED TO FLOOR OR

WALL.

Introductory price

only 3295-00

BRUGE LEE

MEDALLION

The only authorized reproduction of Bruce's
own medallion. This handsome piece of jew-
elry comes in a breathtaking 22-karat gold
plating with a 24-inch gold chain in a beau-
tiful black jewelry case with a photo souvenir
certification to make it truly a collector's
item.

Collector’s item only s 12.95

13 Bruce Lee all rights reserved Lic. by ZIV International
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World Class Enterprises

1765 N. Highland Ave., No. 230
Hollywood, CA 90028
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